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ACTION COME-00 

INFO OCT-OI EUR-I2 ISO-00 FEA-01 AGR-IO CEA-01 CIAE-00 

DODE-00 EB-07 FRB-OI H-02 INR-07 INT-05 L-03 LAB-04 

NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-02 AID-05 CIEP-02 SS-15 STR-04 

TAR-01 TRSE-00 USIA-15 PRS-01 SP-02 OMB-01 /107 W 

002061 

R301415Z JUL 75 
FM AMEMBASSY VALLETTA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 6317 

UNCLAS VALLETTA 0871 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: BEXP.MT 

SUBJECT: EXPORT RESTRICTIONS IMPOSED BY MALTA GOVERNMENT 

REE: STATE 146681 

1 . EXPORTS FROM MALTA CONTINUE TO BE REGULATED BY THE EXPORT 
(CONTROL) REGULATIONS, 1948, AS AMENDED THROUGH DECEMBER 31, 1974. 
INCORPORATED IN THESE REGU ACTIONS IS A LIST OF GOODS WHICH ARE NOT 
REPEAT NOT SUBJECT TO AN EXPORT LICENSE. THESE INCLUDE "GOODS GROWN 
OR MAINLY MANUFACTURED IN MALTA", AND A EEW IMPORTED GOODS SUCH 
AS CIGARS, CIGARETTES AND OTHER MANUEACTURED TOBACCO, MOTOR CARS 
AND MOTORCYCLES, AND SPIRITOUS BEVERAGES. A COPY OF THESE 
REGULATIONS IS BEING AIRPOUCHED TO THE DEPARTMENT UNDER COVER OE A 
TRANSMITTAL SLIP. 

2. GOM OFFICIALS CONFIRMED THAT ALL GOODS WHICH ARE NOT INCLUDED 
IN THE ABOVE-MENTIONED LIST ARE SUBJECT TO EXPORT RESTRICTION, 
MAINLY EXPORT LICENSES. EXPORT LICENSES ARE GENERALLY FREELY 
OBTAINED EXCEPT WITH REGARD TO EXPORTS OF PLANT MACHINERY 

AND EQUIPMENT, FOOD PRODUCTS AND ANTIQUES, INCLUDING PRECIOUS 
ARTICLES. THE GRANTING OE EXPORT LICENESE FOR THESE ITEMS IS DONE 
ON A CASE-BY-CASE BASIS. THE EXPORT OF LOCALLY GROWN POTATOES 
AND ONIONS IS AT PRESENT CONTROLLED BY THE GOM THROUGH THE 
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EXPORT FIRM, NATIONAL POTATO EXPORT HANDLING. AN EXPORT TAX IS 
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LEVIED ONLY ON ANTIQUEST VALUED OVER LMIOO (U.S. DOES 260). 

3. THE CONTROL OF POTATO AND ONION EXPORTS WAS INTRODUCED IN 
1973 TO INCREASE EXPORT EARNINGS AND ACHIEVE BETTER PRICES FOR 
MALTESE FARMERS. OTHER EXPORT CONTROL MEASURES HAVE LONG BEEN 
IN EXISTENCE IN AN EFFORT TO PROTECT SCARCE RESOURCES. 

4. DUE TO THE SMALL VOLUME OF EXPORTS INVOLVED, NO EXPORT 
RESTRICTION IMPOSED BY THE GOM ARE LIKELY TO DISTORT 
INTENATIONAL TRADE OR HAVE A SIGNIFICANT ADVERSE EFFECT ON U.S. 
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